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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Group Art Unh: 2157 
Examiner: Todd, Gregory G. 



In re Application of: 

Autor, Jeffrey S.; ct al. 



Serial No.: 09/965,893 
Filed: 28 September 2001 
For: Method for Interrogating and 

Proliferating a Rack Name in a 

Rack of Servers 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
POBox 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Atty. Docket: 200302145-1 



CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION OR MAILING 
37CF.3tl.fl 

I hereby certify thotthb correspondence is being transmitted by 
fee simile to the United States Petcut sod Trademark Office in 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.6(d) or la being deposited with the U S, 
Postal Service u First Class Mall wtth sufficient pastago to an 
envelope addressed to: Commi wiener for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandra, VA 22313-1450, to the date below 

7 t\ekt SfmartoMfb 

f ottt DebiBonscquimi // 



Sir 

DECLARATION OF PRIOR CONCEPTION AND DILIGENT REDUCTION 
TO PRACTICE IN THE UNITED STATES TO OVERCOME CITED 
PATENT OR PUBLICATION (37 CFR 1.131) 

This declaration is to establish conception and reduction to practice of the claimed 
inventions prior to 5 September 2001, the filing date of the patent application entitled, "System 
and Method for Determining Location and Status of Computer System Server", by Ip (U.S. 
Application Publication No. 2003/0046339). 



1 ore 
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Serial No. 09/965,893 
37 CFR 1.131 Affidavit 

The applicant would like to note the following of which the examiner needs to be aware: 

• Hewlett Packard Company purchased Compaq Computer Corporation and acquired 
all rights to property previously held by the latter regarding this invention, A 

. recordation of assignment was made on 12 May 2004 and can be found at 
reel/frame: 014628/0103, So references below to older documents from Compaq 
Computer Corporation should be considered as Hewlett. Packard Company 
documents as well, and thus may only constitute an internal disclosure of 
information unless otherwise noted. 

♦ The inventor, Michael C. Sanders, passed away on 9 December 2001 . Per 
instructions by the examiner during the telephone interview on 5 December 2006, 
registered mail to the last known address was successfully used to establish contact 
with the deceased's estate and his signature is being replaced by that of Vivian 
McDonald-Sanders, his widow and Executor of the Estate of Michael C. Sanders. 



2of8 
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Serial No. 09/965,393 . 
37 CFR 1.131 Affidavit 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 
1 « The persons making this declaration are the inventors of the subject matter claimed in the 
present application. 

2. One or more embodiments of the invention claimed in this application were conceived in the 
United States by the undersigned inventors at least just before 5 September 2001, the'filing 
dote of the cited Ip reference. 

3. One or more embodiments of the invention claimed in this application were actually reduced . 
to practice in the United States by the undersigned inventors at least just before 5 September 
2001, the filing date of the cited Ip reference. 

4. The following attaiched documents are submitted as evidence to establish a conception date 
and actual reduction to practice at least just prior to 5 September 2001, the filing date of the 
cited Ip reference; 

a. Exhibit A attached hereto is a true and correct copy of Compaq Invention Disclosure 
Form and supporting documents, an 8 page document completed by the inventors at 
least just prior to 5 September 2001 and submitted to the Legal department of 
Compaq Computer Corporation. 

Exhibit A supports the following facts: 

i* Compaq Invention Disclosure Form was submitted on a date, which has 

been redacted, at least just prior to 5 September 2001 to document past 

actions of the inventors, 
ii. Compaq Invention Disclosure Form was submitted electronically by the 

inventors of the subject matter claimed in the present application. 
Hi, Compaq Invention Disclosure Form was received by the Legal Department 

in its present form on a date, which has been redacted, at least just prior to 

3 of 8 
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Serial No. 09/965 3 893 
37CFR 1.131 Affidavit 

5 September 2001 as evidenced by the electronic stamp in the upper left 
corner of page U 

iv, Compaq Information Disclosure Form states that at the time of the 
disclosure form's submission the invention had been actually reduced to 
practice (page 4, question 4A.) Further, the disclosure form states the 
invention was tested and the test was successful (page 4, question 4B(iii 
and iv,) This is also supported by the responses to question 5 which state 
that the invention has been incorporated into a Compaq product which had 
yet to be offered for sale to the public (page 4, questions 5A and SB.) 

v. Compaq Information Disclosure Form list the three of the four inventors of 
the subject matter claimed in the present application (pages 1 - 2, questions 
2A - 2C) Further analysis of the claimed material later necessitated the 
addition of the forth inventor, Mr. Sanders, prior to the original application 
filing. 

b, Exhibit B attached hereto is a true and correct copy of Certificate of Death for 
Michael C. Sanders issued by the Bureau of Vital Statistics, Houston Health and 
Human Services Department 

Exhibit B supports the following facts: 

I. Michael C. Sanders passed away on 9 December 200 U and therefore is 
incapable of signing the affidavit. His widow, Vivian McDonald-Sanders, 
by her signature below asserts that she is the Executor of the Estate of 
Michael C. Sanders, and has rights to sign on his behalf as stated in C.F.R. 
37 §1 .42 page R-43 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure. 

4 of 6 
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Serial No. 09/965,893 
37CFR 1.131 Affidavit 

5. We hereby declare that all statements made herein are true; that these statements are made 
from our own knowledge; that these statements are made with knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like arc punishable by fine, imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of 
Title 1 8 of the United States Code; and that willful false statements may jeopardize the 
validity of the application or any patent issued thereon, 



Sofa 
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Serial No. 09/965,893 
37 CFR 1.131 Affidavit 



SIGNATURES 

Full name of inventor: JefSS. Autor 

Inventor's signature; Date: 2, 

Country of Citizenship: United States of America 
Inventors Address: Houston, TX 77070 

Full name of inventor ; Amfa»w C . Cartes 



Inventor's signature: 



Country of Citizenship: United States of America 
Inventor' s Address; Houston, TX 77070 



Full name of inventor: Kevin M, Jones 




Inventor 4 s signature : 

Country of Citizenship: United States of America 

Inventor's Address: Houston, TX 77070 

Full name of inventor: Michael C. Sanders (Vivian Sanders, Executor of the Estate) 

Inventor's signature: -' lA^ ^m^-fa***. ■ Date: ^- ^ o€r * x 

Country of Citizenship; United States of America 

Inventor's Address: Houston, TX 77070 



6ofe 
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Serial No. 09/965,893 
37 CFR 1.131 Affidavit 



Exhibit: A 

Title: Compaq Invention Disclosure 

Description: Electronic Invention Disclosure Statement 

Pages: 8 : 

Date: Redacted (prior to 5 September 200 1 ) 

Redacted: [X]YES[ ]NO 
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(for Legal Dept, via© only) 

Dale Received 



COMPAQ. 



1. 



2. 



DESCRIPTIVE TITLE OF INVENTION: Matter p r ftllfnmtimi Ifflft nflHlgW 
INVENTOR (S): More than two? E|Ye 6 DNo (if more than mo, u W ^ P age.» 



A. 



Last Nam© 

Autor 

Home Street Address 



divan Firat Name 

Jetl 



"Rloknwme (tl any) 



Middle lntea)/Nam* 



Horn* Phone 



Pa$*r Number 



City 



Stale 



Work Phone 



Work Fox 



Zip 

"Mail CodT 



CttteenahJp 



Employee # 



torn* of Supervisor 



TEm- of Employer (1 n6T an omploy** « uomfW 



B 



Nickname in anyT 
Home Pftone 



KAJddlo lnttial/N6m« 
C 
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ADDITIONAL INVENTORS: 



Last Name 


Glvari First Nemo 

Kevin 


Wckname Of any) 


Middle Initial/Name 
Mark 


Jones 

Home Street Address 




Homo Phcrte 


Pager Number 


Cfty 


Stat* 


zip 


Cltlrcnahlp 


Work Phono 


Work Fax 






Nam* of Svpervfoor 




Ftemeof Employer {1J not an empioya* w vsum?*m 



Last Nam* 


Q(v§r\ First Nam« 


~~ Nlckrmma (If any) 


MltiOe Inrtiaimame 


"Horn a Strwt Addrea* 




Homo Phone 


| pager Number 


City 


Slate 


3p 


ClilzansNp 


Work Phone 


Work Fax 


Mali Code 


Employee 4 


Name of Supervisor 




Nama of Employer (if NOT 


an employee of Compaq) 



E f t M Gfr.nrimNama Ntetamme (If «ny, Mlddl. In« 
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Home Street Addr©e* 




Home Phone 


, | pager in umwr 


Ctty 


Stata 


Zip 


Citizenship 


Work Phone 


Work Fax 






Name of 8upsrvteor 




— Name w Employer (If not an ampioyee oi uompaq; | 
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9. 



CONCEPTION OF INVENTION: 

A. When did you first think of this Invention? • 



B. 
C 



E. 



Date of first written description? 

Please attach the first written description, pi aubrrfttlng fa. •Iwtronfc ^rrnat, ple»e .can .1. 

attachment* and ©end). 

p-nrnfll i, firfoflr Rft^ of Andrew Cartes _ . ■ 

Please list the name of others In Compaq to whom you've described the Invention: 



4. IMPLEMENTING THE INVENTION 

a Has the Invention been bnplemented? IS Ves LJ No u uon i [Know 

• "mplStrttSiorS can Include phyiloal prototype*, modeled elmullbna). 

for eaoh Implementation, ^^^^^^^^m 

lli. Has the Implementation been tested? XfiS ~~ k 7T~~Z. 

|y, if so, was the test successful? ^CfiB '■' 



5 ' USE Ts^^ V rWsi»lncorp OT a ted », to .Oo mW P^uo tt G) No 



A. 



B. 



If so. for each such product Identify: •mmHmom 1 

I. When was It or will it be Incorporated Into the produot? i 

;j t Code name; 

lli. Street name: 



Has the invention been offered for sale or sold to anyone <„. an and M vendor. r«wi». 

£]Yerfe|No DDontknow ' 

I. If so, when: ' 



H. If SO, to whom (name of oompiny or Individual): 



been or will be offered for sale or ©old: — 



NOTE- Please Worm Compaq Ug*l Immediately H, In the future, any 
mwereurSer thb Barton 6 change ao that we rww ample 
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6 DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION TO OTHERS . 

A Has a disclosure of the Invention been made to any persons) who is NOT 
a Compaq employee (Including contraotor, temporary, vendor, reseller, or 
partner and Irwludlngconferenfce presentations orlournal articles)? 



□ Yes E3No □ Don't know 
If a disclosure was made, when was it made? 
To whom was the disclosure made? , 



Was the disclosure made under en obligation of oonfldence? (e.» Nondiwiowe Aamment} 
□ Yes CjNo QDonlknow 



7. DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION (continue on extra eh-eta ee neoeseajy) 

A, To what type of technology does your invention relate? (Che** afl that apply) 



I Keybcard/Moua a/Other Input Device 
j Graphic* 
} Architecture 
1 Audio 

BumMISA, EISA, PCI, AGP, other) 
I Power 8uppl[eo/Batt«rle» 
| Other: . 



Nlonltore/Screen* 
CD-ROM 
DVD 

Tope Drives 
Dlafc Storage Systems 
DlofeControllero » 
Printers 
□ Storage 



jmmuhrflflllona TachnplCOle 
1 Network Interface Card 

Hubs/Conodntratom 

Router* 
I Sv/ttchaa 
tModeme 

Remote Access 
I Other 



8? 



MulHproceseor 
Fatih Tolerance 
Remote Control 
Power Management 
w Security 

H Intelligent Manageability 
Smartatart 
Irtaight Manager 
□ Other — 



Manufacturing Prooeew 
Meohanloal (funotjonaJ) 
Mechanical (ornamental) 
PCHV 

Other: _. — 



B Describe the general subject matter of the Invention. This mechanism allows a rack 
^toi^Bm to all members In the rack, while providing for: rack name conflicts 
(multiple rack members have different names); unaselgned rack names (any rack 
member with a name shares ft with others provided there are no know confllrts); 
security mechanism to prevent name proliferation between systems that are no 
intended to share properties, for example, where an ISP leases rack equipment to 
different customers; notification when a rack name conflict Is detected. 
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rack atfornatloally. Includng^an to an 

between different operating systems. 
E Why Is the Invention better than these old aPP"**f?, 7£ WProaor S £T 

Se^'rto^than^^Ko. Identifies confllots, and Includes provisions lor 

security. 

F. Attach at leaat one drawing or sketch of the Invention If available. 

(Attach or wen and •Qftd dewing or akrirtt tn » t^^doouraen? 

"invention drawing -■■Name PropagaHon.doc°. 
h Describe the construction and structure of tha preferred implementation of the 

tISSS^^ ru ™ ,na 

decentralized mode, providing robustness and comvenlence. 

1 |s the invention designed to conform or enhance any industry standard? 

□ Yes QlMo E) Don't Know 

If so, what industry standard? . .. ■ 
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K&viB Janes; Jeff Ajuton Andrew Cartes 
Compaq Computer Corporation 



Tbe n» chart ftn is an alg orithm 
the MMi processor to the 



\xjdx*\ Uie ■Mprocouor to tbe 



► follows: 






r 


Cltar romlngeonflfelllffl 




r 


Forward m«eaag» l& other but 
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Kevin Jones, Andrew Carles, Jeff Autor 
Compaq Computer Corporation 



The mocbanis 



I processor In the J 



|ctia&si3 ai>dth< 



processor 



chassis. The cofichznism \ 
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Serial No. 09/965,893 
37 CFR 1.131 Affidavit 



Exhibit: B 

Title: City of Houston, Texas, Certificate of Death 

Description: Certificate of Death for Michael C. Sanders 

Pages: 1 

Date: 2 1 December 200 1 

Redacted: [ ] YES [X]NO 
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<*1 a 




1 } J DATE I88UED 

-;«lattd on He h tf» BUREAU OP VITAL ITTATlEmC©, HOUSTON HEALTH AND 

HWft W «BV)Cfcti DEPARTMENT. 



<B 2 1 jm _ 



R. W. KttU, Regit cref 
BUREAU OP VITAL STATISTICS 



ThJi copy not valid urtfe w praptwd on engraved bor4«r dtptaying imJ sntf itQnatut* of Registrar. 
LAMINATION MAY VOID CERTIFICATE 
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